
Governor Charlie Baker Orders All Non-Essential Businesses to Cease In 
Person Operation, Directs the Department of Public Health to Issue Stay at 

Home Advisory For Two Weeks 
Updates Assembly Order to Limit Gatherings to 10 people 

  
Today, Governor Charlie Baker issued an emergency order requiring all businesses and organizations 
that do not provide “COVID-19 Essential Services” to close their physical workplaces and facilities to 
workers, customers and the public as of Tuesday, March 24th at noon until Tuesday, April 7th at 
noon. These businesses are encouraged to continue operations remotely. 
  
The Baker-Polito Administration issued a list of designated businesses and other organizations that 
provide essential services and workforces related to COVID-19 that shall continue to operate brick 
and mortar facilities during this two-week time period. This list is based on federal guidance and 
amended to reflect the needs of Massachusetts’ unique economy. While these businesses are 
designated as essential, they are urged to follow social distancing protocols for workers in 
accordance with guidance from the Department of Public Health. 
  
Businesses and organizations not on the list of essential services are encouraged to continue 
operations through remote means that do not require workers, customers, or the public to enter or 
appear at the brick-and-mortar premises closed by the order. 
  
Restaurants, bars, and other establishments that sell food and beverage products to the public are 
encouraged to continue to offer food for take-out and by delivery if they follow the social distancing 
protocols set forth in Department of Public Health guidance. On-premises consumption of food or 
drink is prohibited. 
  
Due to evolving spread of COVID-19 in Massachusetts, Governor Baker has directed the Department 
of Public Health to issue a stay at home advisory outlining self-isolation and social distancing 
protocols. Residents are advised to stay home and avoid unnecessary travel and other unnecessary 
activities during this two-week time period. Residents over 70 years of age or with underlying health 
conditions, who are considered at high risk when exposed to COVID-19, should limit social 
interactions with other people as much as possible. 
  
The Baker-Polito Administration does not believe Massachusetts residents can be confined to their 
homes and does not support home confinement for public health reasons. 
  
The Baker-Polito Administration Order also limits gatherings to 10 people during the state of 
emergency, a reduction from the 25-person limit established in an earlier order.  
  
This includes community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based events, and any similar event or activity 
that brings together more than 10 persons in any confined indoor or outdoor space. The order does 
not prohibit gatherings of more than 10 people in an outdoor space, like a park or athletic field. 
  
Click here for the full list of categories of “COVID-19 Essential Services” 
   
Click here for a copy of the Emergency Order 
  
Click here for a copy of the Guidance of Assemblages 
  
Categories of COVID-19 Essential Services: 
  

• Health Care & Public Health 
• Law Enforcement, Public Safety & First Responders 
• Food & Agriculture 
• Critical Manufacturing 
• Transportation 
• Energy 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AezdNFsJheP-CEYv68jOM3Jy1y7UF-16SUhV5Qywhxv5-QBExyudoiYu8S7JdOU4SsDbJGBhmzF4_rYm9bkIgTijAYD3P3wpTDfFafvp9hNal-JqZlNjyC37MWoiz41SBRh-QSPZqi6qfIzoO71gLyYHCcsgl8Q05vQ3BtFyrHJ1Pgh7ZeveSQ==&c=LrVm5KNksz9GB_B0fpegSm8wkPzWMkyA7lSbSht9w2lq9xdy_btK0A==&ch=PqDH5h9KTsL84_0TDaCb-rlQV-AJhgrA8LK_grh17drpEpyh9_nyLQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AezdNFsJheP-CEYv68jOM3Jy1y7UF-16SUhV5Qywhxv5-QBExyudoiYu8S7JdOU4sw4GhsKcFRR_pAR0DwtvasPyVotMPeCBnEIL-pvafzA1OF2DzWarsisXqiDsIIX-wqXXp7frR4ZGkqPCbE3rQhAz5nHUJnsFprKm09D-tSlbfZUSJgVGY5_cniiY19ZbYiVILqfFm5C51RBm7dZoCqCKtO9spydcsKrRcS0DFMg=&c=LrVm5KNksz9GB_B0fpegSm8wkPzWMkyA7lSbSht9w2lq9xdy_btK0A==&ch=PqDH5h9KTsL84_0TDaCb-rlQV-AJhgrA8LK_grh17drpEpyh9_nyLQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AezdNFsJheP-CEYv68jOM3Jy1y7UF-16SUhV5Qywhxv5-QBExyudoiYu8S7JdOU4Jvqs4Y9vj6Ep-YtondKdf3u4eN_wa4UBTDQpUyWIX83j6HaGR4FuZ53vdJMnT3VKlpfv-J7hZ5Gym_8UUlUcuYDiFQozoQ4WRbcgCzhkS1q8ucpFKwQBiqmgVQKWQV3s&c=LrVm5KNksz9GB_B0fpegSm8wkPzWMkyA7lSbSht9w2lq9xdy_btK0A==&ch=PqDH5h9KTsL84_0TDaCb-rlQV-AJhgrA8LK_grh17drpEpyh9_nyLQ==


• Water & Wastewater 
• Public Works 
• Communications and Information Technology 
• Financial Services 
• Defense Industry Base 
• Chemical Manufacturing & Hazardous Materials 
• Other Designated Community Based Essential Function & Government Operations 
• News Media 

  
During adverse times, supporting local businesses is critical. We are proud to be your 

partner in these efforts and please know we are in this together. 


