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Creative Gardens of the Outer Cape Eastham is once again hosting one of the most popular garden tours 
of Hydrangea Fest. Back by popular demand is the floral painting workshop on July 12th at Little Creek Farm, 
which is a wonderful additional garden which is not on the main tour. Tickets are limited and must be purchased 
in advance for $70 at EasthamGardenTour.org.  

Our tour of five fabulous gardens will be on July 15th with the continued chance to play ‘Garden Quest’ to win 
a hydrangea from Ponderosa Garden Center - a bonus for all who purchase the $20 Tour Ticket.  Individual 
gardens are still $5 each. We are a modest community with huge amounts of creativity.  Our amazing gardens 
are designed and maintained by owners and they show how you can create your own magical outdoor spaces.  

You will find many extras on the tour including garden sculptures, a giant totem pole and ski chairlift, along with 
koi ponds and scads of hydrangeas, and plein air painters.  Homeowners and Master Gardeners will be on 
hand to answer questions.  Volunteers will talk about native species which are especially important as they are 
hardier and attract the most diverse wildlife. The gardeners will show you what is possible with a little 
imagination and a wheelbarrow. And, by the way, garden tours are a nice way to introduce your children to 
nature and are admitted free. 

 Salt Winds | This walled garden is an unexpected jewel. Gravel paths, bordered by boxwood, 
andromeda, ilex and hemlock hedges frame the front of the home.  A tall gate leads you into a tiny ‘Versailles’ 
garden with a dining deck off the house. Paths are bordered with hosta, ornamental yarrow, hydrangea, phlox, 
lilies and asters.  ‘Big Red’, the large abstract steel sculpture by Castle Hill instructor, David Boyajian, focuses 
the eye to the center while the over-sized, free-standing outdoor shower lends a ‘spa’ feeling to the gardens.  

 Après Waves: Elevation 45’ | Tucked away in the woods, you will find the perfect spot to relax after a 
day at the beach. Clumps of River Birch and hedges of hydrangea enclose this secret garden.  There is art 
everywhere: Steve Swain’s huge whale watches everything while Rob Scott’s totem pole of a salty mariner 
carved from a wind-struck pine tree keeps watch over the garden.  A well outfitted indoor/outdoor tiki bar or the 
hot tub will be appreciated after a day in the sun and sand.  But the thing you would never expect is the fire 
engine red ski lift chair overlooking the firepit- instead of a snowy slope. 

 Nested in Nature | The owners have transformed their property into a comfortable outdoor living room 
for relaxation and entertainment. Comfortable chairs line the deck bordering the koi pond, surrounded by lush 
greenery, attracting dragonflies and providing a focal point for the garden. Imagine a vibrant backyard haven 
buzzing with activity: butterflies flitting between red-orange flowers, hummingbirds darting for nectar and bees 
collecting pollen. This sustainable, pollinator paradise embraces organic gardening practices making this 
garden a true sanctuary for wildlife and visitors.  

 Dreams | This was all pitch pine until the owner used her imagination.  We love this garden for the 
transformation created entirely by the homeowner.  Bountiful roses yield to an unexpected vegetable garden 
that defies convention.  At the heart of this garden is an iris patch, propagated from her mother’s garden and 
window boxes packed with thriving succulents. The garden is continually in bloom. Eastham’s Transfer Station 
became a key resource for structures to support cucumbers and vines as well as for nutrient-dense mulch. See 
how sustainability becomes an art form.  

 Papa’s Wetu | This modern take on a Wampanoag Wetu provides their children the opportunity to learn 

about gardening and all the natural resources on Cape Cod.  Tucked behind a hedge on a sandy road leading 
to the Bay, this Nantucket-inspired landscape features traditional plantings of hydrangeas, hibiscus, lavender, 
and daylilies.  Surrounding a rose-covered shed, cottage gardens burst with perennials, annuals, self-sowing 
biennials, and herbs.  Honoring the land's history as a former asparagus field, the multiple vegetable gardens 
provide a bounty of crops.  We hope that you leave inspired with ideas for creating spaces for veggies, large 
floral displays and your family memories. 

 Eastham Garden Quest | Answer the questions on the back of the $20 Eastham Garden Tour ticket 
to be eligible to win a potted hydrangea. The winning ticket will be drawn at the end of the day. 


